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CRC-08-45 

MEMORANDUM                                                  
To:       The Coastal Resources Commission and Coastal Resources Advisory Council  
From:     Maureen Meehan Will, DCM Morehead City District Planner    
Date: November 4, 2008   
Subject: Town of Pine Knoll Shores Core Land Use Plan (November CRC Meeting) 
  
The Town of Pine Knoll Shores is requesting certification of their 2008 Core Land Use Plan 
(LUP).   
 
Overview 
The Town of Pine Knoll Shores is located on Bogue Banks between the Towns of Atlantic 
Beach and Indian Beach.  The town has a mixture of full time and part time residential units as 
well as vacation rentals.  The majority of the town is zoned residential with some commercial 
uses mixed through town.   
 
This small town had a permanent population of 1,524 in 2000 and has a projected total peak 
seasonal population of 12,654 by 2025.  Pine Knoll Shores is the second fastest growing 
municipality in Carteret County after Emerald Isle.  There are sufficient community facilities 
(water) to accommodate the projected population and development.  The town relies on and will 
continue to rely on private septic systems for single-family homes and package treatment plants 
for multi-family developments.   
 
As an ocean front community, beach nourishment and meeting the associated beach access 
requirements are regularly discussed.  The town beaches received nourishment in 2007 and 
currently the town is working on establishing the required public beach access and parking.  
The plan includes policy and implementation statements supporting beach nourishment projects 
and public beach access requirements.   
 
Key local issues that are illustrated in the vision statement and further outlined in the policy 
statements include:  maintaining diverse natural areas, offering a single-family residential 
community, maintaining a moderate growth rate, limiting commercial uses, and providing 
efficient and cost-effective community services.   
 
The following policy statements exceed State development regulations: 
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Policies – Land Use Compatibility – Commercial:  
 

P.19  The Town of Pine Knoll Shores prohibits the construction of any additional 
public or private open water or upland marina facilities.  Modification of existing 
marinas will be permitted, assuming the geographical extent of the existing 
facility is not expanded.  This policy exceeds guidelines established under 15 
NCAC 7H.  While the Town prohibits construction of new marinas, it supports 
maintenance and no net loss of existing marinas.  (pg. 102) 

 
Policies – Water Quality: 
 

P.58 The Town of Pine Knoll Shores does not support the location of floating 
homes within its jurisdiction.  This policy exceeds state requirements. (pg.112) 

 
The Pine Knoll Shores Board of Commissioners adopted the land use plan by resolution, on 
September 25, 2008, after a duly advertised public hearing.  The resolution adopting the plan 
is attached.  The public had the opportunity to provide written comments on the LUP up to 
fifteen (15) business days prior to the CRC meeting.  No comments were received.   
 
As a reminder, the LUP, including maps and an executive summary can be found online at 
http://www.nccoastalmanagement.net/Planning/under_review.htm.  If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 252-808-2808. 
 
DCM Staff Recommendation:  DCM Staff recommends that the CRAC forward this Land Use 
Plan to the CRC for Certification based on the determination that it has met the substantive 
requirements outlined within the 2002 Land Use Plan Guidelines and that there are no conflicts 
evident with either state or federal law, or the State’s Coastal Management Program. 
 
Attachment: 
Pine Knoll Shores Resolution of Adoption  








